COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday April 11, 2017 5:30 P.M.
City Hall Council Chambers
115 N 3rd Street

The Council of the City of Oregon met Tuesday April 11, 2017, 5:30 P.M. at the City Hall Council Chambers.
Present:
Mayor Ken Williams 
Commissioner Jim Barnes



Commissioner Terry Schuster




Commissioner Thomas E. Izer




City Clerk/Treasurer Charlene Ruthe



Chief Darin DeHaan

City Attorney Paul Chadwick
Absent:

Commissioner Kurt Wilson
Commissioner Terry Schuster started the pledge of allegiance.

Public Comment
Commissioner Thomas E. Izer moved to approve the March 28, 2017 minutes, Seconded by Commissioner Jim Barnes.
Roll Call: Barnes, Izer, Schuster, Williams. No Nays. 
Commissioner Terry Schuster moved to approve the payroll in the amount of 
$44,174.74 and current warrants as listed:
Airgas USA, LLC, $29.69
AT&T, $114.48

Becker Storage Welding & Equipment, $3,137.00

Bobcat of Rockford, $65.44

Certified Balance & Scale Corp., $312.00

Cintas, $155.14

Comcast, $555.26
ComEd, $1,911.21
Constellation New Energy, Inc., $5,399.82

Dixon Ottawa Communications, Inc., $1,667.74

Dixon Paint Co., $101.00

Envision, $159.00

Fischer’s, $921.36

Frontier, $417.52

Hawkins, Inc., $30.00

Health Care Service Corp., $16,084.66

International Code Council, Inc., $135.00

Ken Williams, $797.00

Laura Medlar, $217.00

McHenry Analytical Water, $160.00
Mobile Electronics, $75.00
Mobile Team Training Unit IV, $200.00

Moring Disposal, $57.30
NICOR, $434.03
Quill, $216.24
Quill, $388.25

Randy Bocker, $262.50

Sauk Valley Newspaper, $13.40

Steve Benesh & Sons, $9,732.14
Steve Benesh & Sons, $10,760.00

Sun Life Financial, $351.50

Ted’s Appliance, $60.00

Waste Water Management of Northern Ill., $13,525.00

Willett Hofmann & Assoc., $17,677.65

Seconded by Commissioner Jim Barnes.
Roll Call: Barnes, Izer, Schuster, Williams. No Nays. 
Commissioner Thomas E. Izer moved to approve Resolution No. 2017-4 Supplemental Resolution for Maintenance of Streets & Highway by Municipality Under the Illinois Highway Code, Seconded by Commissioner Terry Schuster.
Roll Call: Barnes, Izer, Schuster, Williams. No Nays. 
Commissioner Terry Schuster moved to approve Ordinance No. 2017-104 Economic Development Recommendation to temporarily reduce impact and hookup fees, Seconded by Commissioner Thomas E. Izer.
Discussion: Mayor Williams asked Rebecca Hazzard of Remax if she would give a brief overview of the housing market in Oregon. There is a shortage of inventory in Oregon. By passing this it will be a perk for living here and will improve sales in the area. New construction is needed. Other Communities are doing the same thing.
Commissioner Jim Barnes is concerned we just approved raising water/sewer rates he feels this is unfair to the home owners. His department has a lot of project coming up and this will take away revenue to fund these projects.  He wants the citizens of Oregon to remember this at the next election.

Mayor Ken Williams feels that this is a good thing for Oregon. When new homes are built, it brings more tax dollars, which help the schools, park district, and the other taxing bodies, also more state tax because it’s based on per resident, and more water/sewer fees are collected.
 Roll Call:  Izer, Schuster, Williams.  Nays: Barnes
Commissioner Terry Schuster has ordered bowls for the shaved ice that will be given away at the First Concert in Park June 6th. 
Mayor Ken Williams said a lot in going on in town. Businesses are being fixed up downtown, and flowers and bikes will be put in shortly in the downtown area.

Commissioner James Barnes moved to adjourn the meeting, Seconded by Commissioner Thomas E. Izer.
Roll Call: Barnes, Izer, Schuster, Williams. No Nays.
Adjourn: 5:44 PM




ATTEST:





_________________________








Ken Williams, Mayor


____________________




Charlene Ruthe, City Clerk
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