COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday September 26, 2017 5:30 P.M.
City Hall Council Chambers 

115 N 3rd Street
The Council of the City of Oregon met Tuesday September 26, 2017, 5:30 P.M. 
In the City Hall Council Chambers.
Present:
Mayor Ken Williams 
Commissioner Jim Barnes



Commissioner Thomas E. Izer




Commissioner Terry Schuster




Commissioner Kurt Wilson

City Clerk/Treasurer Charlene Ruthe



Chief Darin DeHaan



City Attorney Paul Chadwick



Chief Darin DeHaan started the pledge of allegiance.

Public Comment
Mayor Ken Williams announced that anyone who wishes to speak will have three minutes. If they are wanting to speak about something on the agenda to wait until that item is being discussed.
Commissioner Kurt Wilson moved to approve the September 12, 2017 minutes, Seconded by Commissioner Jim Barnes.
Roll Call: Barnes, Izer, Schuster, Wilson, Williams. No Nays. 
Commissioner Terry Schuster moved to approve the payroll in the amount of 
$45,402.94 and current warrants as listed:
Advertising Consultants, $1,976.33

Aegis Construction, Inc., $3,704.89
Joseph Brooks, $40.00

Brad Cash, $40.00

Byron Bank, $174.07

Byron Bank, $1,413.49

Casper’s Home Inspection, $1,350.00

Chana Saw & Stove, $600.89

Cintas, $172.20

City of Oregon, $5,000.00
City of Oregon, $48,900.00
Comcast, $78.38
ComEd, $200.47
Constellation New Energy, Inc., $11,033.23
Randy Cropp, $40.00

Tad Dominski, $40.00

Ehmen, $252.12
Harvard State Bank, $899.21
Ray Hawn, $40.00

Cheryl Hilton, $40.00

Illinois Assoc. of Chiefs of Police, $77.00

Matt Kalnins, $40.00
Dave Kent, $40.00

Kunes Country Auto Group, $1,031.82

Steve Mattas, $40.00

Laura Medlar, $618.00

Shawn Melville, $40.00

Merlin’s, $950.00

Metropolitan Industries, Inc., $9,650.00

James Morris, $40.00

National Business Furniture, $715.02
National Business Furniture, $804.50

NIMCA, $55.00
Oregon Rotary Club, $150.50
Jeff Pennington, $40.00

Peterson Appraisal Service, $150.00

Pines Meadow, $170.00

Polo Cooperative Assoc., $2,700.18

Postmaster, $565.76
Quill, $267.87
Dustin Runyon, $40.00

Jack Steeple, $1,3950.00

Uniform Den East, Inc., $123.92
Verizon, $632.82

Village of Progress, $774.60

Visa, $173.42

Visa, $814.17

Scott Wallace, $40.00

Seconded by Commissioner Thomas E. Izer.
Roll Call: Barnes, Izer, Schuster, Wilson, Williams. No Nays. 
Mayor Ken Williams moved to deny the Liquor License application submitted By Mike Gill, Seconded by Commissioner Terry Schuster.

Discussion: He owns the Riverside Liquor Store at 200 E Washington Street, and would like to have gaming machines. However, at this time the city doesn’t have a license allowing his request.
Roll Call: Barnes, Izer, Schuster, Wilson, Williams. No Nays. 
Commissioner Kurt Wilson moved to approve the Plan Commissions recommendation to deny the zoning change request submitted by Tom Harnett for 707 S 5th Street from R-1 Residential to Commercial Highway Business District, Seconded by Commissioner Thomas E. Izer.

Discussion and Public Comments:
Beth Wolber, 708 S 5th Street, brought up that the property is already under the lot size requirement for Commercial Highway Business District. The house has windows that are broken out, skunks, and he is currently using the property to work on cars from his business. She is against rezoning the property.

Roland Watts,702 S 5th Street, is also not for the rezoning.

Paul Drozd, 705 S 5th Street, he also is not for the rezoning.
Sandy Sullivan, Rochelle, her son Tom Harnett runs TNT Motors. She said, he is the second highest tax payer in town. The concerns from the neighbors will be taken care of. He will landscape, take down the house, put up a fence, and put in bushes and plants as a buffer. This will bring the value up of the houses in the neighborhood. She thanked the Chamber for helping to promote his business. 
Tom Harnett, 225 Park Dr. Rochelle, he is active in Oregon and Rochelle. He would like to grow the business in Oregon, Rochelle has tougher codes to abide by. 
Melody Cain, 703 S 5th Street, is also against rezoning.

Karen Churney, 700 S 5th Street, when is the property going to be cleaned up hasn’t done anything yet?

Sara, 7100 Klondike Rd, said it’s an honor to work with Tom. He gives away a car a year to a needy family and gives his Bears football tickets away. Why are neighbors fighting? He is bringing tax dollars to Oregon.
Dave Hanes, Pines Road, was a business owner himself, however had to close his business, so knows how things can change. What happens if Tom would close the business? What about parking?
Chris Corcoran, Mt. Morris, don’t you guys want Oregon to grow? Approve this and keep businesses coming to town.

Ed O’Brien, 111 S 4th Street, he is not parking cars outside right now, no office there.

Linda Watts, 702 S 5th Street, the house on the property has not been taken care of. Last night had to call the Police because someone was inside. When they got there they found the place was empty and the back door was unlocked.

Andrew O’Brien, 313 S 2nd Street, Tom runs a small-time business where people can purchase a vehicle and make payments to him. Cars would be fixed faster, right now need to take to Rochelle to get worked on. As far as the color of the building they are “Hawk” colors, red & white.
Mayor Ken Williams closed the session on public comments. Now Council will discuss.

Commissioner Barnes, said it’s not easy because he is bringing in tax dollars. However, can he apply for a special-use permit, that would only apply to him not follow the property?

Commissioner Terry Schuster, what was the intent when built? 
To put vehicle’s, he owns and two campers.

Roll Call:  Barnes, Schuster, Wilson, Williams. Nays: Izer. 
Commissioner Kurt Wilson moved to approve the Plan Commission recommendation for Maintenance of Residential Parkways, Seconded by Commissioner Thomas E. Izer.
Discussion: Just grass and ground cover not to be over six inches in height. Concerns were discussed about taking out letter (c) that citizens can apply for a variance. Not all sections of the codebook have this so feel we should take it out.
Commissioner Jim Barnes feels this is too much government. 

Commissioner Kurt Wilson moved to amend the motion to taken out letter (c) that citizens can apply for a variance, Seconded by Commissioner Terry Schuster.
Roll Call: Schuster, Wilson, Williams. Nays: Barnes, Izer.
Original Roll Call on motion: Schuster, Wilson, Williams. Nays: Barnes, Izer.
The Covenants for Settler’s Ridge Subdivision DBA/Stone Gate Ridge is informational only won’t be voting on.

Commissioner Kurt Wilson moved to approve the Raffle License for Oregon Park District Halloween Party, Seconded by Commissioner Terry Schuster.

Roll Call: Barnes, Izer, Schuster, Wilson, Williams. No Nays.
Commissioner Terry Schuster mentioned that because of the hot weather the flowers in the downtown area were taken out. The Park District is paying for mums and pumpkins to be put in the planters. Over 400 bicyclists were in the TOSCO bike ride this past weekend. Events like this are good for the community because they bring people that will spend money.
Mayor Ken Williams announced that the AOP Committee is looking for volunteers.
Commissioner Jim Barnes moved to adjourn the meeting, Seconded by Commissioner Kurt Wilson.
Roll Call: Barnes, Izer, Schuster, Wilson, Williams. No Nays.
Adjourn: 6:40 PM




ATTEST:





_________________________








Ken Williams, Mayor

____________________









Charlene Ruthe, City Clerk
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