COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday January 22, 2019 5:30 P.M.
City Hall Council Chambers 

115 N 3rd Street

The Council of the City of Oregon met Tuesday January 22, 2019, 5:30 P.M. 
In the City Hall Council Chambers.
Present:
 
Mayor Ken Williams 
Commissioner Jim Barnes



Commissioner Thomas E. Izer




Commissioner Terry Schuster



Chief Darin DeHaan



City Clerk/Treasurer Charlene Ruthe
Absent:

City Attorney Paul Chadwick

Commissioner Kurt Wilson
Commissioner Terry Schuster started the pledge of allegiance.

No Public Comment
Commissioner Jim Barnes moved to approve the January 8, 2019 minutes, Seconded by Commissioner Thomas Izer.
Discussion: Commissioner Terry Schuster commented that he voted no on the motion for the Elected Officials Policy.

Roll Call: Barnes, Izer, Schuster, Williams. No Nays. 
Commissioner Terry Schuster moved to approve the payroll in the amount of $48,625.21 and current warrants as listed:

Buddy Jenkins, $225.00

Byron Bank, $609.79

Casey’s Pizza, $21.75

Casper’s Home Inspection, $1,350.00

Cheryl Hilton, $40.00

Cintas, $149.18
City of Oregon, $5,000.00

City of Oregon, $48,900.00

Comcast, $106.90

Comcast, $220.50
ComEd, $1,878.04
Dave Kent, $40.00

Dustin Runyon, $40.00

Ehmen, $2,385.00
Ehmen, $258.00

Electric Pump, $5,550.07

Fidelity Security Life Insurance, $169.36

Hawkins, Inc., $450.25

IEPA, $250.00

Ifiber, $340.00

IP Communications, $604.68

James Morris, $40.00

Jeff Pennington, $86.39

Jeff Pennington, $40.00

Jeffrey Gusloff, $200.00

Joseph Brooks, $40.00

Josh Lee, $40.00

Kristine Tesnow, $40.00
Kunes Country Auto Group, $172.80
Laura Medlar, $97.00

Mary Elliott, $40.00

Matt Kalnins, $40.00

McGyver Small Engine Repair, $36.06

Mid-West Truckers, Assoc., $50.00
Merlin’s, $75.00

Moring Disposal, $63.00
Moring Disposal, $17,132.30
Nikolas Manthei, $40.00

Ogle County Clerk & Recorder, $60.00

Oregon Snyder, $88.83

Oregon Super Valu, $159.57

PDC Laboratories, Inc., $345.00

Pines Meadow, $109.90

Pollard Water, $30.80
Polo Cooperative Assoc., $2,008.31

Postmaster, $575.40
Quill, $45.06
Randy Cropp, $40.00

Ray O’Herron Co., $182.23
Sam’s Club, $45.00

Sauk Valley Newspaper, $30.15
Scott Wallace, $40.00

Shawn Melville, $40.00

Steve Mattas, $40.00

Stillman Bank, $675.48
Tad Dominski, $40.00

The Economic Development Group, $3,046.52

Verizon, $641.32

Village of Progress, $934.60

Seconded by Commissioner Thomas E. Izer.
Roll Call: Barnes, Izer, Schuster, Williams. No Nays.
Commissioner Terry Schuster moved to approve the payment to IMRF Pension that is required for the unfunded liability, Seconded by Commissioner Thomas E. Izer.
Discussion: This is from the longevity bonus that was given to retirees Mike Bowers & Ray Hawn. The current IMRF balance is about one hundred eighty- four thousand dollars. The liability would reduce the balance by forty percent. It is expected that the reserve balance can be rebuilt to sufficient level over the next three to four years. The interest rate if not paid in ninety day is seven and half percent. 

Commissioner Schuster would recommend that we pay the full payment at this time to avoid excessive interest penalties. 
Roll Call: Barnes, Izer, Schuster, Williams. No Nays.

Mayor Ken Williams moved to approve the Plan Commission recommendation for the variance submitted by Tim & Kim Krug 103 W Washington for parking in front of their business Main Street Machines, Seconded by Commissioner Jim Barnes.
Roll Call: Barnes, Izer, Schuster, Williams. No Nays.

Mayor Ken Williams moved to approve the Employee Handbook, Seconded by Commissioner Jim Barnes.

Discussion: A few typo errors page 38 (9) ate should be age, page 65 (c) take out the number 7.  Page 10 Probationary Period for all new employee should be 1 year not just FOP members.
Discussed exempt and nonexempt employees. Mayor Ken Williams asked if Department Heads should be exempt or nonexempt employees. Currently the department heads except for the City Clerk get overtime if worked more than forty hours a week. Commissioner Jim Barnes asked if Dave Kent the W/S Department Head worked overtime on a water main break he would not get overtime or if Street Dept. Superintendent worked overtime plowing, he also wouldn’t get overtime. He’s not for that. Chief Darin DeHaan said that there is a Standard Fair Labor Act regarding this matter. He will forward to Council. Council felt leave as is to small of a community to change. Also does anyone currently use care allowance. No not currently. 

Would like to review the handbook at a minimum every four years when FOP Contract is renewed.  
Roll Call: Barnes, Izer, Schuster, Williams. No Nays.

Mayor Ken Williams moved to approve the Raffle Licenses for Rock River Center and Oregon Loins Club, Seconded by Commissioner Thomas E. Izer.

Discussion: Commissioner Jim Barnes feels the application from Rock River Center is not filled out in full and they are getting it approved after they started selling tickets. He also asked if he should abstain from voting since he is on the Rock River Center Board.
Roll Call: Barnes, Izer, Williams.  Nays: Schuster.

City Clerk Charlene Ruthe said that Solicitors are still coming to town going door to door to residents without getting a permit. It happened again this past weekend received calls from residents. Can we keep them from getting a permit if they are going door to door with out one? We could fine them or make the application process cost more. Just a reminder for citizens to put a “No Solicitors” card on their doors. The cards can be picked up at City Hall or printed off of the city website.
Commissioner Jim Barnes moved to adjourn the meeting, Seconded by Commissioner Terry Schuster.
Roll Call: Barnes, Izer, Schuster, Williams. No Nays.
Adjourn: 6:02 P.M.




ATTEST: 







__________________







            

Ken Williams, Mayor
______________________
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