


A portion of the meeting maybe closed to the Public, immediately as permitted by 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) to discuss the appointment, 
employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the City of Oregon, and as permitted by 5 
ILCS 102/2 (c)(11) to discuss litigation against, affecting, or on behalf of the City which has been filed and is pending in a court or 
administrative tribunal of which is imminent and as permitted by 5 ILCS (c)(21) to review and approve closed session minutes and as 
permitted by 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) 2 Collective negotiating matters. Possible action after executive session  
 

 
12. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
a. Ordinance 2025-011 an Ordinance Adding Public Demonstration Permit  

 
13. BOARD AND COMMISSION  REPORTS  

 
a. PLANNING 
b. ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
c. FINANCE 
d. SUSTAINABILITY  
e. TREE BOARD  
f. PUBLIC ART COMMISSION 
g. OTHER  

 
14. DEPARTMENT AND OFFICER REPORTS 

 
a. POLICE 
b. PUBLIC WORKS 

Engineering Report 
c. CITY CLERK 
d. CITY ATTORNEY 
e. CITY MANAGER 

City Manager’s Report 
 

15. COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

a. MEMBER SCHUSTER 
b. MEMBER COZZI 
c. MEMBER KRUG 
d. MEMBER FLANAGAN 
e. MAYOR WILLIAMS 

 
16. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
17. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
 

*People may attend the meeting in person at City Hall or may watch and participate via Zoom. 





who sit around the table. He said that is the reason this is a second reading. The city council wants to 
hear the thoughts from the community. The city council will not be voting on the ordinance tonight. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
Council Member Terry Schuster moved to approve April 22nd, 2025, minutes, Seconded by Council 
Member Melanie Cozzi. 
 
Roll Call: Cozzi, Schuster, Williams. No Nays. Abstain: Krug and Flanagan. 
 

Approval of Warrants & Payroll 
Council Member Tim Krug moved to approve payroll in the amount of $62,458.97 and the current 
warrants as listed: 

Aaron Montoya $61.35 
Aaron Montoya $320.00 
Advanced Automation & Controls $66.76 
Aidan Ellsworth $320.00 
Airgas USA , LLC $388.65 
Altorfer, Inc $1,938.47 
Anne's Landscape Supply $3,067.33 
B & B Truck Crane $14,578.00 
Badger Chevrolet, LLC $57,174.00 
Badger Chevrolet, LLC $64,910.00 
Bill Covell $320.00 
Blue Cross Blue Shield $18,239.13 
Breanna Wakeland $320.00 
Brooks Jewelers $225.00 
Butitta Bros. Automotive - Oregon $2,388.81 
Cheryl Hilton $320.00 
Cintas $147.18 
City of Oregon $13,026.05 
Comcast $330.22 
Comcast $1,063.56 
ComEd $4,144.62 
ComEd $8,627.16 
Corey Fry $320.00 
Devin DeHaan $320.00 
Dixon Paint Co $462.00 
Ehmen $201.25 
Ehmen $1,587.00 
EM Benefits $1,867.85 
Envision Healthcare $251.00 
Eric Higby $320.00 
Fearer, Nye & Chadwick $3,133.32 
Fehr Graham $229.25 
Fehr Graham $676.50 
Fehr Graham $2,439.75 
Fehr Graham $11,393.25 
Ferguson Waterworks #2516 $146.34 
Fidelity Security Life Insurance $175.40 
Fischer's $716.23 
Frontier $108.70 



Frontier $117.68 
Gasvoda & Associates, Inc $3,140.00 
Harbor Freight Tools $1,129.98 
Helm Civil $1,930.00 
ICMA Membership $613.60 
Illinois EPA $13,033.16 
Jacob & Klein, Ltd $573.50 
James Taylor $320.00 
Jeff Pennington $320.00 
Jen's Artisan Breads Ltd $375.00 
Jordan Plock $320.00 
Josh Pickering $320.00 
Joshua Colfield $320.00 
Josiah Flangan $320.00 
Ken Williams $320.00 
Laura Buick GMC $29,720.00 
Lisa Payne $320.00 
Lynn Baylor Zies $320.00 
Manheim Solutions $2,592.00 
Mary Elliott $320.00 
Matthew Kalnins $560.00 
MCS $120.00 
Melanie Cozzi $320.00 
Menards $13.97 
Menards $2,355.02 
Menards $3,904.64 
Morton Salt $5,767.81 
NAPA $234.30 
Nicor $85.33 
Northern Illinois Disposal Services $24,568.80 
Northern Illinois Mayors Association $125.00 
Ogle County Clerk and Recorder $60.00 
Old National Bank $1,925.60 
Oregon Area Chamber of Commerce $100.00 
Oregon Park District $1,850.00 
Oregon SuperValu $13.14 
Quill $55.99 
Rat Worx, Inc $56.00 
Ray O'Herron Co., Inc $16.99 
Raynor Door Authority $1,800.00 
Scott Wallace $320.00 
Skyler Bethel $320.00 
Snyder's Pharmacy $235.53 
Stillman BancCorp $20.00 
Stratus Network, Inc $64.09 
Sun Life Financial $434.01 
SundogIT $2,673.15 
Taylor Buckwalter $320.00 
Terry Lester $320.00 
Terry Schuster $320.00 



The Economic Development Group $2,294.00 
Tim Krug $320.00 
Timothy Brechon $320.00 
Uniform Den $28.00 
Visa $476.92 
Visa $1,415.57 
Visa $2,768.18 
Visa $3,378.27 
Waste Water Management of Northern Illinois $9,000.00 
Willett Hofmann & Associates $548.45 
Zachary McKean $320.00 
Zions Bank $6,058.50 
Zions Bank $19,485.00 
Zoro Tools, Inc $24.95 
 $368,146.26 

Seconded by Council Member Josiah Flanagan. 
 
Roll Call: Cozzi, Flanagan, Krug, Schuster, Williams. No Nays.  
 

Ordinances 
Council Member Terry Schuster moved to approve Ordinance 2025-010 authorizing the Execution 
of a Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District Redevelopment Agreement between the City of Oregon 
and Alexandra Thayer D.B.A. FodMART in the amount of three thousand dollars over twelve 
months, two hundred and fifty dollars per month, Seconded by Council Member Melanie Cozzi. 
 
Discussion: Mayor Ken Williams said this is for rent support for new businesses. The city offers this 
to encourage retail business and to shop locally.  
 
Roll Call: Cozzi, Flanagan, Krug, Schuster, Williams. No Nays.  
 
Ordinance 2025-011 Public Demonstration - 2nd Reading. 
 
Discussion: Council Member Terry Schuster asked if there were any significant changes since the 
last review of the ordinance. City Manager Darin DeHaan stated no structural changes. He is waiting 
to review the ordinance with the city legal consultant. Council Member Terry Schuster asked if there 
was anything about the ordinance that would restrict the demonstrations that have occurred over the 
last several months. City Manager Darin DeHaan said no. Council Member Terry Schuster asked if 
there was anything in the ordinance that would restrict a spontaneous gathering or protest. City 
Manager Darin DeHaan said no, it is specifically stated in subsection B.7. The intent is to ask for 
notification to the city if there is a need for police services or escorts. It does not stop any 
spontaneous gathering or protest. Council Member Terry Schuster said his understanding of the 
ordinance is to provide police safety, ease of movement for those involved. City Manager Darin 
DeHaan said the city gets a lot of requests. The city has had events where a church wants to do a 
march around the community, the city has to organize police presence to shut down intersections. 
The city is just asking for notification. Council Member Terry Schuster asked about the time period 
needed prior to the event. City Manager Darin DeHaan said it depends on the size of the event and 
the number of resources the city would need to provide. The city has nine officers that cover twenty-
four-seven shifts. We are a small community with limited resources. Council Member Melanie 
Cozzi said she is blurred on the part where you can have a spontaneous gathering and what triggers 
the permit process. What is the difference between a group coming to demonstrate their position and 
saying this is a spontaneous event, so we are not notifying you versus requesting a permit. City 
Manager Darin DeHaan said according to the ordinance, public demonstrations do not include 



spontaneous events. If it is an organized gathering or protest, there is a lot that goes into organizing 
those. The large, organized events would require the permit process. Council Member Melanie Cozzi 
said when we do have protests in town, is the city being notified by the organizers of the event. City 
Manager Darin DeHaan said the last group did a fantastic job. The city and the organizers sat down 
and worked through any issues, down to response to slips and falls. There have been groups in 
Oregon and the city has no idea of the size of the group or if there are going to be counter protests. 
Most of the concern is with counter protesters. In the most recent events, the city has worked in the 
background to create a plan of action for counter protests. Allowing both groups to have their own 
separate safe spaces and protect the rights of both groups. Council Member Terry Schuster asked if a 
counter protest were being planned would they also need to get a permit. City Manager Darin 
DeHaan said by this ordinance, yes. It would allow for guidance, safety, and direction. An event was 
held in the past by a neo-Nazi group and counter protesters. Fifth Street was closed, and each group 
had their own space. Mayor Ken Williams asked if there was prior notification of the event. City 
Manager Darin DeHaan said the city received a week's notice. Council Member Melanie Cozzi 
asked under this ordinance if she did not submit a permit application if she would be subject to 
removal. City Manager Darin DeHaan said no if it is a spontaneous popup event. The city is trying to 
cover an influx that would increase the population by ten to twenty percent. Council Member Terry 
Schuster said the way he sees this whole process being is a way of making sure there are good 
manners. What we want are good manners on the part of the people who are planning to come in to 
stage a protest. The ordinance basically says this is what we consider good manners. He said he does 
not know if it needs to be a rigorous permit but what it shows is whoever comes in without a permit 
is basically not demonstrating good manners. He does not know how we can do that without 
infringing on the right of the people. He also asked if the organizer could be fined. City Manager 
Darin DeHaan said these are things the city council will need to consider. He said he does not want 
to sweep a group of cooperative citizens that are not having an issue. No one wants to infringe on the 
first amendment rights of the people. Council Member Tim Krug said he is confused on a 
spontaneous event and an organized one and how they will be differentiated. City Manager Darin 
DeHaan said more research with the city attorney is needed. Council Member Tim Krug asked what 
the course of action would be for a spontaneous event that happens without a permit. City Manager 
Darin DeHaan said that will be up to the city council to determine. Those are things that need to be 
discussed and decided. The city will need our city attorney to guide us in what those elements are. 
Council Member Melanie Cozzi asked if there is any guidance from the state. City Manager Darin 
DeHaan said he will do more research. He wants the ordinance to be right and be able to provide the 
safest environment for protesters. Mayor Ken Williams said there will be no action taken tonight and 
more discussion is needed. He said if you have a spontaneous ad-hoc demonstration and you don’t 
need anything then why have a permit. He said the city is reluctant to add more city code if it is not 
needed. He said the city received a nice thank you card from the group that was here for the last 
three gatherings for assistance and cooperation. By providing notice prior to the event, the city is 
able to put up crossing signs. He also said he can remember previous demonstrations but none of 
them had gotten out of control. He said times have changed. We have never had an armed officer in 
our schools. Now we do. The people voted yes by referendum to pay additional taxes to put a school 
resource officer in our schools. As a council, we have been given marching orders to protect the 
people and make sure things are done right. There is a lot to consider yet.  
 

Resolutions 
Council Member Melanie Cozzi moved to approve Resolution 2025-4 Bird City, Seconded by 
Council Member Josiah Flanagan.  
 
Discussion: Mayor Ken Williams said the resolution allows the City Manager to pursue Bird City 
certification. Council Member Terry Schuster said the recognition could draw people to Oregon. On 
Saturday, an event was held to visit multiple places in the city. The group identified forty-seven 
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AYE NAY ABSENT ABSTAIN

Council Member Terry Schuster

Council Member Tim Krug

Council Member Mel Cozzi

Council Member Josiah Flanagan

Mayor Ken Williams

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY OF OREGON COUNCIL
_______________________________.

    

    

    

    

    

Presiding O fficer  Attest

Ken Williams, Mayor, City of Oregon Cheryl Hilton, City Clerk, City of
Oregon

















































 
 
 
 Sewer Department Submitted by Scott Wallace: 
1.       Daily tasks 

a.       Daily chores 
b.      Complete testing (process control/EPA 
Required Monitoring) 
c.       Half testing (process control) 
d.      Pumped Sludge 
e.       Cleaned bar screens, netting of tanks multiple 
times daily due to rags, debris 
f.        Daily reporting of National Weather Service 
recordings 
g.       Lift Station usage recording 
h.      Assist the Water department when needed 
i.        Monthly reports to the EPA 
j.        Generator/ Well checks 
k.       Worked with various customers on water and 
sewer issues (leaks, sewer backups) 

2.       Head Works 

a.       No new updates 

3.       Treatment plant chemical room 

a.       Finished Chlorine and Sodium Bisulfate room 
and new equipment 
b.      Chlorination and dechlorination started on May 
1st for EPA compliance 

4.       Training 

a.       I attended training at Ferguson Waterworks for 
continuing education on May 6th. 
b.      I attended Cyber Security training at 
Metropolitan Pump on April 30th. 

5.       General 

a.       Backflow telescopic valves due to rags, leaves, 
pine needles from heavy winds 
b.      Cleaned and maintained clarifiers 
c.       Washed clarifiers and tanks 
d.      Assisted and oversaw Aerzen with blower 

maintenance. 
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Water Department Submitted by Jeff Pennington 
Daily Tasks 

1.)    Chores 
2.)    Daily Testing 
3.)    Julie Locates 
4.)    Final reads 
5.)    Water turn-ons 
6.)    Water shut-offs 
7.)    Generator checks 

Wells 

1.)    Repaired Chemical feed pump parts as needed 
2.)    Took Chemical delivery from Hawkins for 
process/control 

Lead Line Inventory 

1.)    Continue to work on the inventory of unknown 
services for the Lead line inventory 

Meter Replacement Program 

1.)    Been scheduling and replacing meters as time 
allows 

EPA compliance 
1.)    Worked on Monthly Reports for EPA 
compliance 
2.)    Continue to collect Lead and Copper Sampling 
for EPA compliance 

Training 
1.)    Aidan and I Attended the Annual Training at Ferguson Waterworks for Continuing 
Education Units on May 7th. 

General 

1.)    Hydrant flushing will start on Monday, May 12th 

2.)    Attended Department head meeting on April 30th to discuss and finalize vision  
statement for Public Works 
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 Oregon Police Department Submitted by Chief Matthew Kalnins                                                         

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

●​ On April 24, 2024 Officer Joshua Cofield 
graduated from the Sauk Valley Community 
College Police Academy. We are excited to have 
him back at the PD. Officer Cofield is currently in 
FTO with Sgt. Higby.  

 
 

 
 
 

●​ The Oregon Police 
Department would like to 
recognize our Administrative 
Assistant Mary Elliot for receiving 
Honorable Mention from the 2025 
Women In Criminal Justice 
Conference Awards. Mary has been 
with the department for over 25 
years working tirelessly making 
sure the department is the best that 
it can be. Mary has stepped up the 
past couple of years taking on 
many jobs to make sure all 
mandates, paperwork and officers 
are taken care of. “Without Mary at 
the PD I am not sure where we 

would be. With the many years of transition, she has not missed a beat and continues to 
serve with pride. This is a well deserved recognition” - Chief Matthew Kalnins 
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●​ On May 7, 2025 First responders that included members of the 
Oregon Police Department, Mount Morris Police Department, 
Ogle County Sheriff's Department and the Oregon Fire 
Department were challenged to a game of kickball against the 
Oregon Elementary School Staff during the schools Family Fun 
Night. The first responders came out on top and were crowned 
Champions!!! We look forward to participating again next year. 

  
●​ The Oregon Police Department, the Oregon Fire Department and 

the Oregon School District participated in a ride your bike to 
school day where it was encouraged to ride your bike, roller skate 
and walk to school. It was a fun event with donuts provided for 
participants, and trophies for best decorated bike and longest ride. 
We look forward to having this event again next year.  
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